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accomplish that. Piling more debt on 
top of a crushing burden that is al-
ready in place will simply compound 
Iraq’s problems, and I believe under-
mine that goal of stability there. 

Our allies clearly must be generous 
with their assistance as well, and they 
must be prepared to write off debts 
from bad loans to Saddam Hussein in 
the past. We are working very hard as 
a country on this, and I am confident 
that by our example we will encourage 
that kind of international cooperation. 

We have a strategy for success in 
Iraq. In recent months, we have made 
steady progress toward our objectives. 
We just began over the last several 
days and weeks to hear about those 
successes. Essential services are being 
restored, security is improving, and po-
litical transformation is underway. Im-
portantly, as we will see in the United 
Nations in the next several hours, we 
are reaching out to expand inter-
national participation in the rebuild-
ing of Iraq. 

America must continue to build on 
this progress. We simply cannot afford 
to fail, and indeed we will not fail. If 
freedom and progress falter in Iraq, 
terrorists will be emboldened around 
the world, in the Middle East and else-
where, threatening innocent lives 
around the world and America. With 
success, a free Iraq will send a clear 
message to the people of the Middle 
East and beyond that freedom and de-
mocracy—not violence, not terrorism—
are the best paths for the future. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

THE PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
Under the previous order, the leader-
ship time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, there will be a pe-
riod for the transaction of morning 
business for up to 60 minutes, with the 
first 30 minutes of the time under the 
control of the Senator from Texas, 
Mrs. HUTCHISON, or her designee and 
the second 30 minutes of time under 
the control of the Democratic leader or 
his designee. 

The Senator from Texas is recog-
nized. 

f 

IRAQ 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I will 
say a few words about the supple-
mental appropriation which the leader 
just addressed a moment ago and we 
are addressing all week and also about 
the ongoing search for weapons of mass 
destruction.

I was in a Senate Armed Services 
Committee briefing when Dr. David 
Kay, one of the leaders of the Iraqi 
Survey Group, briefed me, and later 
briefed Congress as a whole, on the on-
going search for weapons of mass de-

struction. In that briefing and in the 
published statement he made that is 
now on the CIA Web site, he says:

In searching for retained stocks of chem-
ical munitions, the ISG [Iraqi survey group] 
has had to contend with an almost unbeliev-
able scale of Iraq’s conventional weapons ar-
mory, which dwarfs by orders of magnitude 
the physical size of any conceivable stock of 
chemical weapons. For example, there are 
approximately 130 known Iraqi Ammunition 
Storage Points, many of which exceed 50 
square miles—

I had to doublecheck that quote to 
make sure it was accurate because it 
boggles the mind. 

Continuing—
50 square miles in size and hold an estimated 
600,000 tons of artillery shells, rockets, avia-
tion bombs and other ordnance. Of these 130 
ASP’s, approximately 120 remain 
unexamined. As Iraqi practice was not to 
mark much of their chemical ordnance and 
to store it the same as they would conven-
tional weapons, the size of the required 
search effort is enormous.

Dr. Kay has a gift for understate-
ment. Having only in this time since 
the fall of Saddam Hussein been able to 
examine 10 out of a possible 130 ammu-
nition sites gives an idea of the tre-
mendous task ahead. Perhaps the crit-
ics should give some pause about the 
ongoing search for weapons of mass de-
struction and the likelihood—indeed, I 
would say the probability—that we will 
find those weapons of mass destruction 
in the end. 

The search is ongoing, but we know 
for certain that 17 U.N. resolutions and 
numerous inspection missions by the 
U.N. weapons inspection team from 
1991 to 2003 were not sufficient to stop 
Saddam Hussein. Even though we have 
not yet found the degree of weapons we 
anticipated, it is clear Saddam Hussein 
lied to the world about his arsenal de-
spite all the steps taken by the inter-
national community. There have also 
been significant finds that indicate we 
have only grazed the surface of Iraq’s 
weapons capabilities. 

According to the same report I 
quoted a moment ago:

The home of an Iraqi scientist brought the 
discovery of strains of biological organisms, 
one of which can be used to produce biologi-
cal weapons. The team found new research 
on [Biological Weapons]-applicable agents, 
Brucella and Congo Crimean Hemorrhagic 
Fever (CCHF), and continuing work on ricin 
and aflatoxin, none of which were made 
known to the U.N.

It will be many months before we 
will have a clear picture of the nature 
and extent of Saddam’s weaponry, but 
already some things are crystal clear. 

There are some in this body who have 
opposed the conflict in Iraq from the 
beginning. I disagree with them, but 
they have a right to their views. I am 
sad to say there are also those who 
have come close—too close—to exploit-
ing for political gain the hardships we 
have encountered following Saddam’s 
fall, hardships experienced in serving 
the cause of freedom. I believe that is 
wrong and should be repudiated in the 
strongest terms. 

We all know Congress voted over-
whelmingly to authorize the President 

to use necessary force to remove 
Saddam’s regime in Iraq. Subsequent 
events, including Dr. Kay’s report on 
behalf of the Iraqi Survey Group, have 
vindicated that decision. I am also glad 
to see that today France, Germany, 
and Russia are planning to support the 
resolution concerning our efforts in 
Iraq before the U.N. Security Council. I 
would only hope the administration’s 
critics in this body would express such 
strong support as well. 

We all know that the great efforts 
and sacrifices made by our brave men 
in the coalition forces who ignored the 
beltway echo chamber and suggestions 
from the outset of quagmire, the cyn-
ical prognosticators who claim that 
our forces were on the brink of col-
lapse, and the handwringing doubters 
who said Operation Iraqi Freedom was 
nothing but a pipe dream—we know 
these critics were wrong. The dedicated 
men and women of our coalition forces 
acted as true professionals. They were 
interested in actions and not words. We 
all know they liberated Baghdad in a 
mere 21 days. 

Even in the face of that success, 
there still are naysayers who refuse to 
acknowledge the tremendous and dra-
matic accomplishments we have made 
as well as the necessity that we finish 
the task ahead. They are urging in so 
many words that we abandon Iraq, 
leaving behind an unstable nation still 
trying desperately to crawl up from 
under the rubble of destruction by 
Saddam’s ruthless regime. That is a 
dangerous and an unwise suggestion. 

This mission must end when we com-
plete the task of stabilizing Iraq and 
we are able to hand power over to lead-
ers who are elected by a free Iraqi peo-
ple—not before. While we all want to 
return Iraq to the Iraqi people as soon 
as possible, and at the same time get 
our troops back home as soon as pos-
sible, these well-intentioned desires 
should not blind us to our duty to fin-
ish the job we started. There is no 
doubt that the enemies of democracy 
in Iraq, both inside and outside of that 
country, will exploit any short-lived 
commitment. 

Indeed, I believe the evidence is over-
whelming that the events of September 
11 were largely caused by the apparent 
lack of American resolve to defeat ter-
rorism, and what we are doing today—
maintaining our strong resolve and fin-
ishing the job that we started in the 
war against terror in Afghanistan and 
Iraq—is absolutely essential to our suc-
cess. 

If we leave Iraq prematurely, we will 
play into the hands of the terrorists 
and Baathist remnants. They are 
counting on the resolve of the coalition 
to falter, freeing them to seek to re-
gain control of this fledgling nation. 
We must not cut and run and, in so 
doing, leave the Iraqi people as they 
are, undefended, or we risk the possi-
bility that the sacrifices that have 
been made by this Nation, and particu-
larly our military and other coalition 
forces, will all be for naught. 
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Today in Iraq there is religious free-

dom and human rights unlike anything 
seen during Saddam’s regime. The Iraqi 
people now have hope where there was 
formerly only despair. They have hope 
for a future that must have seemed 
like only a dream a few short months 
ago.

The ‘‘blame America first’’ gang is 
grasping for anything they can to prop 
up the illusion they were right all 
along. But the absence, so far, of weap-
ons of mass destruction and stockpiles 
of biological agents does not mean 
Saddam’s Iraq was some kind of sunny 
paradise or a thriving garden dictator-
ship, one long springtime for Saddam. 
Nothing—nothing—could be further 
from the truth. 

We have not yet found weapons of 
mass destruction in Iraq, but let me re-
mind all of us what we have found. We 
have found torture chambers. We have 
found execution sites. We have found 
prisons where children were held in 
order to coerce their parents to bend to 
Saddam’s will. We have found a legacy 
of fear and terror, the vestiges of years 
of tyranny and cruelty. We have found 
as many as 300,000 people—maybe 
more—buried in mass graves through-
out Iraq in nearly 100 reported sites. 
They stretch from Basrah to Baghdad, 
from Najaf to Kirkuk. These stand as 
silent monuments of Saddam’s ruth-
lessness left behind for all to see. 

For the Iraqi people living under Sad-
dam, peace—if you can call it that—
was far more bloody than the current 
war. 

To those who continue to doubt our 
mission in Iraq, I say this: Peace is a 
good thing but at what price is it pur-
chased? By turning our backs on suf-
fering, genocide, and evil? By toler-
ating those who defy the civilized 
world and encourage, facilitate, and 
promote international terrorism? 

If the 20th century has taught us 
anything, it is that if America is to ful-
fill its role as the guardian of the free 
world, a beacon of light shining in the 
darkness, we cannot allow bloodthirsty 
tyrants such as Saddam Hussein to act 
with impunity. 

Clearly, there are obstacles to over-
come in Iraq, and there will be set-
backs along the way. Yet we cannot 
allow the politics of the moment or the 
upcoming Presidential election to un-
dermine the war on terror and Amer-
ican resolve. 

I believe the task that falls to us at 
this moment in history is spreading 
the blessings of liberty and bringing 
the light of freedom to a nation that 
has, for too long, been imprisoned by 
darkness. 

We must not falter in our efforts. We 
must not play political games while 
the world turns inward. We must fulfill 
our duty to defend America’s interests 
abroad and ensure that the tragedies of 
September 11 are never repeated. 

In the end, if there is one thing cer-
tain, it is this: In Iraq the mass murder 
has stopped. And we stopped it. The 
Iraqi people and the American people 

and all the people of the civilized world 
are better off for it. 

Those who would play political 
games with our mission in Iraq, even 
while our brave men and women labor 
to secure and stabilize this fledging na-
tion, risk dishonoring the memories of 
those who sacrificed all in opposing 
this bloodthirsty regime. 

No, Mr. President, we must not cut 
and run, leaving the Iraqi people with a 
promise unfulfilled. Success in Iraq de-
pends enormously on our willingness to 
stay the course and finishing the job 
we started, and through it all, we owe 
our men and women in uniform our un-
equivocal support as they labor in a 
dangerous place for an honorable 
cause. 

In summary, America needs from 
this body and from its leaders less bab-
ble and more backbone. 

Mr. President, with that, I yield the 
floor.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Senator from Alaska is recognized. 

f 

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
would like to share some of my 
thoughts on the administration’s re-
quest for additional funding for Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

The majority of our attention has 
been focused on the situation in Iraq. 
Certainly this topic merits the atten-
tion it has received not only this morn-
ing but every morning it has received 
during morning business. In all of this, 
however, I would like to ensure that we 
do not overlook another very impor-
tant aspect of this bill, which is in-
creased assistance for Afghanistan. 

The supplemental includes $11 billion 
for Operation Enduring Freedom: over 
$1 billion for training of the Afghan 
National Army and the construction of 
roads, schools, and health clinics. 

Too often, as we focus on what is 
transpiring around the world—whether 
it is events in Iraq, the happenings in 
North Korea, the situation in Liberia—
the news coming out of Afghanistan 
goes unnoticed: the cooperation be-
tween U.S. and Afghan forces in track-
ing down elements of the Taliban and 
al-Qaida; the progress USAID is mak-
ing in strengthening the government; 
vaccinating Afghan children for mea-
sles; expanding educational opportuni-
ties for women and girls; and we must 
also remember the rehabilitation of 
numerous roads, bridges, tunnels, and 
related infrastructure. 

There is also bad news as to what is 
happening in Afghanistan: reports of 
the resurgence of the Taliban and al-
Qaida, increased poppy cultivation for 
opium production, and a yet uncertain 
relationship between the central and 
the provincial governments. 

Our support for the progress in Af-
ghanistan must continue. Many talk of 
the need to succeed in Iraq. The high 
price associated with that, if we fail, 
will be incredible. And I agree. The 

same holds true with Afghanistan. So I 
am pleased this supplemental is not 
just about Iraq but includes Afghani-
stan as well. 

This past May, during his commence-
ment address at the University of 
South Carolina, the President spoke to 
what the biggest accomplishment our 
presence in these two nations—Iraq 
and Afghanistan—can be, and that is 
the opportunity to replace old hatreds 
with new hope. 

As the President said, when citizens 
have hope—when they feel as if they 
are invested in the future—then the ex-
treme ideologies of terrorists hold no 
sway. But if there is no hope, if individ-
uals think the future holds nothing for 
them or their families, the appeal of 
extremism is great. 

That is the fight the United States 
faces today. What does the future of 
Iraq and Afghanistan hold for their 
citizens? 

We have all heard of the recent Gal-
lup poll taken in Iraq, which showed 
that 67 percent of Iraqis surveyed 
thought their lives would be better off 
in 5 years as a result of the U.S.-led in-
vasion. Only 8 percent said their lives 
would be worse off. The hope for the fu-
ture is there. 

The Iraqi people are not willing to 
give in to the evil of terrorism, but if 
the United States fails in its task, if we 
do not deliver on our promises to get 
the job done, we have perhaps opened 
the door to even further terrorism. 

Make no mistake about it, if we go 
about our task in a halfhearted manner 
and do not provide the resources that 
are needed, then we are only sen-
tencing our troops to continued danger 
and longer deployments. The fact is, 
the sooner we complete the job, the 
sooner our troops come home. 

Despite what may be portrayed in 
the media, progress is being made. We 
see that on a daily basis. Towns and 
municipal councils have been set up.

Fifty-six thousand Iraqis have been 
trained and armed for the security of 
their nation. More Iraqis are being 
trained to serve in the Iraqi Army and 
the police force. Electricity has been 
restored to prewar levels. A new Iraqi 
currency was introduced just this 
week. 

On the education side, on October 1, 
just a couple weeks ago, the children of 
Iraq returned to school. And with the 
assistance of the Coalition Provincial 
Authority and USAID, nearly 1,600 
schools in Iraq have been renovated. 
Over 5.6 million math and science 
books, free of Saddam’s propaganda, 
are being printed and will soon be de-
livered. U.S. universities are 
partnering with Iraqi universities. This 
is significant because over 40 percent of 
Iraq’s population is under the age of 15. 
These are kids who have known noth-
ing but life under Saddam Hussein. 
These children are Iraq’s future. Ensur-
ing access to educational opportunities 
for both boys and girls is key. This will 
give the Iraqis the chance to develop 
the skills they need for their own per-
sonal advancement, to diversify Iraq’s 
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